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Japan's next first lady has got stories to tell

JOHN M. GLIONNA  |  Los Angeles Times

SEOUL, South Korea

She's a quasi political player, an eccentric former entertainer whose intense spirituality is ripe for tabloid fodder. She claims she knew
actor Tom Cruise in a former life and once visited the planet Venus in a triangular spaceship.

Miyuki Hatoyama, the wife of newly elected Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama, is a free-spirited woman whose views are
drawing Western attention since her husband's Democratic Party of Japan swept into power in a historic leadership change last
weekend.

The former singer-dancer in an all-female theatrical troupe and the ex-wife of a Japanese restaurateur in California, Hatoyama (who
is 66; her husband is 62) met the new prime minister while he was studying engineering at Stanford University.

In Japan, she established herself as a "life composer" or lifestyle consultant who makes her own clothes, including a dress fashioned
from hemp coffee bags. On the campaign trail, she demonstrated a passable Michael Jackson moon walk. She has written several
books, including "Top of Form Bottom of Form Miyuki Hatoyama's Spiritual Food" and "Miyuki Hatoyama's Have a Nice Time."

There was a collection of celebrity interviews called "Amazing Events I Have Encountered" in which Hatoyama discussed an
extraterrestrial jaunt she says she took during her first marriage.

"While my body was sleeping, I think my spirit flew on a triangular-shaped UFO to Venus," she said. "It was an extremely beautiful
place and was very green."

Her book editor said in an interview with the Los Angeles Times that Hatoyama was misunderstood. Shunsuke Tsuchiya said the
incident "happened while she was sleeping. It was just a vivid dream."

He described Hatoyama as a very social and straightforward woman with a wide range of interests, including spirituality.

"She does tend to like spiritual topics. She says things like, 'If you're with me, it won't rain.' She can be misunderstood. When you
see what she has said in writing, it might be surprising."

As a guest on one late-night Japanese TV show, she talked of a desire to make a movie with Tom Cruise, who starred in 2003's
"The Last Samurai."

"In my former life, I know he was Japanese. I knew him. So when he sees me, I think he'll say, 'It's been a long time.'"

Warning viewers that some of her observations might be considered "weird," she advised them to energize themselves each day by
pretending to "eat the sun." Closing her eyes, she grasped and ate imaginary pieces from the sky. "Yum, yum, yum," she said. "I get
energy from it. My husband also does this."

Koichi Nakano, a political scientist at Sophia University in Japan said voters here are used to free-spirited celebrities.

"There were some rumors about her eccentric behavior, and she does seem a little unusual for a Japanese woman her age," he said.

"I don't think any of this matters as long as it stays clear of issues regarding public policy," Nakano said.

Another Japanese cultural scholar was offended by Western media coverage of the new first lady.

"The foreign press always seems to reinforce stereotypes about Japanese women and culture -- focusing on extreme examples that
are on the periphery," said Kumiko Fujimura-Fanselow, a professor of education and women's studies at Toyo Eiwa Women's
University in Tokyo and an author on Japanese feminism. "We know little about her in Japan other than she's a bit older than her
husband. I don't think people here care very much about what political wives are like."

She said the Japanese certainly did not invent eccentricity among celebrities.

"Didn't Nancy Reagan do seances? Nobody cared about that."
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Editor Tsuchiya said that Hatoyama's tenure as first lady won't be boring.

"It'll be fun," he said. "Out of all the prime ministers' wives, she may be the most social one."

Facebook 
Twitter 
Email
Black Horse Refund Checker - Lookup Your Namethepcpguys.co.uk

Get Offer
Undo
This game is so realistic that it's worth just watching!Raid Shadow Legends
Undo
Unsold 2025 All Inclusive Holiday Packages Are Now At Reduced PricesFavoriteSearches | Search Ads
Undo
If you have a mouse, this game will keep you awake all night long.PanzerQuest
Undo
The Average IQ in the UK is 100. Take this IQ test and check if your IQ is higherWW IQ Test
Undo
Kindle Lovers Are Asking: Why Didn't I Find Out About This Website Sooner?BookBub
Undo

File: 2009 09 06_Sarasota Herald Tribune_Japan s next first lady has got stories to tell.pdf
URL: https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/

https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=191929432206598&redirect_uri=https://eu.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/&link=https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/&name=Japan's%20next%20first%20lady%20has%20got%20stories%20to%20tell
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Japan's%20next%20first%20lady%20has%20got%20stories%20to%20tell%20https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/%20via%20@HeraldTribune
mailto:?subject=Sarasota%20Herald-Tribune%20Japan's%20next%20first%20lady%20has%20got%20stories%20to%20tell&body=From%20Sarasota%20Herald-Tribune%250D%250AJapan's%20next%20first%20lady%20has%20got%20stories%20to%20tell%250D%250ASEOUL%252C%20South%20Korea%20%255Cn%20She's%20a%20quasi%20political%20player%252C%20an%20eccentric%20former%20entertainer%20whose%20intense%20spirituality%20is%20ripe%20for%20tabloid%20fodder.%20She%20claims%20she%20knew%20actor%20Tom%20Cruise%20in%20a%20former%20life%20and%20o%25E2%2580%25A6%250D%250A%250D%250Ahttps://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/%250D%250A%250D%250A%250D%250A%250D%250A
https://trk.nsoftrack.com/4f58f05c-6ca4-4e5b-9ad8-223f2e287668?site=gannettdigital-heraldtribune&site_id=1261183&thumbnail=http%253A%252F%252Fcdn.taboola.com%252Flibtrc%252Fstatic%252Fthumbnails%252Faf8f0b78146b22b0e4f669e4358eb3e3.jpg&title=This+game+is+so+realistic+that+it%2527s+worth+just+watching%2521&campaign_id=43529159&campaign_item_id=4076536067&timestamp=2025-01-05+12%253A14%253A38&platform=Desktop&click_id=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyCChmkozOm_1bmgpNsiMP_8TA&c_id=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyCChmkozOm_1bmgpNsiMP_8TA&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&oct_dec=trk&bnr_id=rsl&costenc=o4cwYqA08YjT0PA_kLa9Ny_FlpUxRfIq0P7RJK2gDdw=&tblci=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyCChmkozOm_1bmgpNsiMP_8TA#tblciGiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyCChmkozOm_1bmgpNsiMP_8TA
https://favoritesearches.com/index.php?rgid=1362340&gclid=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyDs11gohY395-6LjPazATD__Ew&publisher=gannettdigital-heraldtribune#tblciGiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyDs11gohY395-6LjPazATD__Ew
https://panzer.quest/?r=tabpq1eni&clickid=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyD7oF4oiYiI5onlj_-HATD__Ew&utm_source=taboola-gannettdigital-heraldtribune&utm_medium=tabpq1eni+iso&utm_term=If+you+have+a+mouse%252C+this+game+will+keep+you+awake+all+night+long.&tblci=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyD7oF4oiYiI5onlj_-HATD__Ew#tblciGiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyD7oF4oiYiI5onlj_-HATD__Ew
https://wwiqtest.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyDNiEgojIDcx7yErZS2ATD__Ew#tblciGiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyDNiEgojIDcx7yErZS2ATD__Ew
https://www.bookbub.com/the-secret-you-need-to-know-about-ebooks?source=taboola_uk_desktop_broad_theme_5_orange_grid&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UK+-+Desktop+-+Broad&device=Desktop&placement=gannettdigital-heraldtribune&publisherid=1261183&campaign_id=41849210&adid=4080041999&tblci=GiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyCNoj0oiovz-cjsgPiyATD__Ew#tblciGiAEHWbTk_yIcGbcHi439GJGYcu8Y-rdZlMKv-wRnuIvoyCNoj0oiovz-cjsgPiyATD__Ew
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/


Help
Terms of Service
Subscription Terms & Conditions
Privacy Policy
Site Map
Accessibility
Our Ethical Principles
Responsible Disclosure

Your Privacy Choices

© Copyright Gannett 2025

File: 2009 09 06_Sarasota Herald Tribune_Japan s next first lady has got stories to tell.pdf
URL: https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/

https://help.heraldtribune.com/
https://cm.heraldtribune.com/terms/
https://cm.heraldtribune.com/about-your-subscription/
https://cm.heraldtribune.com/privacy/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/sitemap/
http://cm.heraldtribune.com/accessibility/
http://cm.heraldtribune.com/ethical-conduct/
https://www.gannett.com/responsible-disclosure-program/
http://cm.heraldtribune.com/your-privacy-choices/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2009/09/06/japans-next-first-lady-has-got-stories-to-tell/28888085007/

